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Abstract 

Access to affordable fresh food is an ongoing challenge in urban neighborhoods across the 
United States including in the nation’s capital, Washington DC. Several DC neighborhoods are 
designated food deserts with no access to a full-service grocery store. The Urban Food Hubs of 
the College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability, and Environmental Sciences (CAUSES) of the 
University of the District of Columbia exemplify the University’s commitment to building 
capacity in these underserved DC neighborhoods. The four components of the Urban Food 
Hubs are (1) food production, (2) food preparation, (3) food distribution, and (4) waste and 
water recovery. They are designed to not only provide access to fresh food, but also to create 
jobs, improve public health, mitigate water management problems, and create urban 
resiliency. This presentation argues that the positive economic, social/cultural, and 
physical/environmental impacts of the Urban Food Hubs also introduce neglected ecosystems 
services into the urban-scape of Washington DC in all four of the UN ecosystems services 
categories – provisioning, regulating, supporting, and cultural ecosystems services. The Urban 
Food Hubs model is scalable and replicable in a wide range of urban communities including 
those experiencing high land-use pressures. 
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